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letters 

« 

Sent  to  Great- Britain,  by  his  Excellency 
Thomas  Hut  chin/on,  the  Hon.  Andrew 
Oliver,  and  feverail  other Peifons,  born 
and  educated  among  us. 

Whichoriginal Letters  have  been  returned, 
to  America,  and  laid  before  the  honor¬ 
able  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this 
Province. 

i  ••  S A  ^ 

• 

|n  which  (notwithjandmg  his  Excellency s 
Declaration  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Ten¬ 
dency  and  Defign  of  them  was  not  to - 
tubvert  the  Conftitution,  but  rather  to 
preferve  it  entire)  the  judicious  Reader 
will  difeovet  the  fatal  Source  of  the 
Confufion  and  Bloodfhed  in  ^hich  this 
Province  efpecially  has  been  involved, 
and  which  threatned  total  Definition 
to  the  Liberties  of  all  America. 


BOSTON 
friat«4  *Y  EDES  and  GILL,  w  QneeE-fitreet  ? 
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Bojlon ,  1 8 tb  June,  1768, 

SIR,  . 


AS  you  allow  me  the  honour  of  your 
correfpondence,  l  may  not  omit  ac¬ 
quainting  you  with  fo  remarkable  an 
event  as  the  withdraw  of  the  com- 
miflioners  of  the  cuftoms  and  mod  of  the  other 
officers  under  them  from  the  town  on  board  the 
Romney,  with  an  intent  to  remove  from  thence 
to  the  caftle. 

In  the  evening  of  the  10th  a  floop  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Hancock,  a  reprefenrative  for  Bofton, 
and  a  wealthy  merchant,  of  great  influence  over 
the  populace,  was  feized  by  the  collector  and 
comptroller  for  a  very  notorious  breach  of  the 
a£ts  of  trade,  and,  after  feizure  taken  into  cufto- 
dy  by  the  officer  of  the  Romney  man  of  warff 
and  remov’d  under  command  of  her  guns.  It 

is  pretended  that  the  removal  and  not  the  feizure 
'  *  -  g  incenfed 
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incenfed  the  people.  It  feetns  not  very  ma¬ 
terial  which  it  was. — A  mob  was  immediately 
rais’d,  the  officers  infulted,  bruis’d  and  much 
hurt,  and  the  windows  of  feme  of  their  houfes 
broke  ;  a  boat  belonging  to  the  colleftor  burnt 
in  triumph,  and  many  threats  utter'd  againft  the 
commiffioners  and  their  officers :  no  notice  being 
taken  of  their  extravagance  in  the  time  of  it, 
nor  any  endeavours  by  any  authority  except  the 
governor,  the  next  day  to  difeover  and  puniffi 
the  offenders  ;  and  there  being  a  rumour  of  a 
higher  mob  intended  monday  (the  13th)  in  the 
evening  the  commiffioners,/e#r  of  them ,  thought 
themleives  altogether  unfafe,  being  deftitute  of 
prcte&ion,  and  remov’d  with  their  families  to  the 
Romney,  and  there  remain  and  hold  their  board, 
and  next  week  intend  to  do  the  lame,  and  alfo 
open  the  cuftom-houfe  at  the  caftle.  The  go¬ 
vernor  prefs’d  the  council  to  a  (lift  him  with  their 
advice,  but  they  declin’d  and  evaded  calling  it 
a  bruffi  or  fmall  dilturbance  by  boys  and  negroes, 
not  confidering  bow  much  it  muf}  be  refsnted  in 
England  that  the  officers  of  the  crown  ffiould 
think  chemfelves  obliged  to  quit  the  place  of 
their  relidence  and  go  on  board  a  King’s  fhip  for 
fafety,  and  all  the  internal  authority  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  take  no  notice  of  it—  l  he  town  of  Bolton 
have  had  repeated  meetings,  and  by  their  votes 
declared  the  commiffioners  and  their  officers  a 
great  grievance,  and  yefterday  inftrufled  their 
reprefentatives  to  endeavor  that  enquiry  fhould 
be  made  by  the  affcmbly  whether  any  perfon 
by  writing  or  in  any  other  way  had  encouraged 
the  fending  troops  here,  there  being  fome  alarm¬ 
ing  reports  that  troops  sre  expected,  but  have 
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not  taken  any  meafures  to  difcountenance  the 
promoters  of  the  late  proceedings  but  on  the 
contrary  appointed  one  or  more  of  the  attars  or 
abettors  on  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  and  to  defire  him  to  order  the  man  of 
war  out  of  the  harbour. 

Ignorant  as  they  be,  yet  the  heads  of  aBofton 
town*  meeting  influence  all  publick  meaiures. 

It  is  not  poflible  this  anarchy  fhould  laft  al¬ 
ways.  Mr.  Hallowell  who  will  be  the  bearer 
of  this  tells  me  he  has  the  honour  of  being  per- 
fonally  known  to  you.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  him  for  a  more  full  account. 

I  am,  with  great  efteem. 

Sir,  vour  molt  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

THO.  HUTCHINSON. 


Bofion ,  Augujl  1 76 S. 


I 


SIR, 

✓ 

IT  is  very  neceffary  other  information  fhould 
be  had  in  England  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftomsthan  what  common 
fame  will  bring  to  you  or  what  you  will  receive 
from  molt  of  the  letters  which  go  from  hence, 
people  in  general  being  prejudiced  by  many  falfe 
reports  and  mifreprefentations  concerning  mem. 
Seven  eighths  of  the  people  of  the  country  fup- 
pofe  the  board  itfelf  to  be  unconflitutional  and 
cannot  be  undeceived  and  brought  to  believe 
that  a  board  has  exifted  in  England  all  this  ceu 

tury,  and  that  the  board  cftablifhed  here  has  no 

-  —  —  —  .  new 
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fiew  powers  given  to  it.  Our  incendiaries  know 
it  but  they  induftrioufiy  and  very  wickedly  put>- 
isfh  the  contrary.  As  much  pains  has  been  ta¬ 
ken  to  prejudice  the  country  againft  the  perfoos 
of  the  conimiffioners  and  their  characters  have 
been  mifreprefented  and  cruelly  treated  efpcci- 
ally  fince  their  confinement  at  the  cafile  where 
they  are  not  (o  likely  to  hear  what  is  faid  of 
them  and  are  not  fo  able  to  confute  it. 

It  is  now  pretended  they  need  not  to  have 
•withdrawn,  that  Mr.  Williams  had  flood  his 
ground  without  any  injury  although  the  mob  be- 
fet  his  houfe,  &c.  There  never  was  that  fpirit 
railed  againft  the  under  officers  as  againft  the 
commiffioners,  I  mean  feur  of  them.  They  had 
a  public  affront  offered  them  by  the  town  of 
Bofton  who  relufed  to  give  the  ufe  of  their  half 
for  a  public  dinner  unlefs  it  was  ftipuiated  that 
the  commiffioners  fhould  not  be  invited.  An 
affront  of  the  fame  nature  at  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hancock  was  offered  by  a  company  of  cadets. 
Soon  after  a  veffei  of  Mr.  Hancock‘s  being  feiz- 
ed  the  officers  were  mobb’d  and  the  commifiion- 
ers  were  informed  they  were  threatned.  I  own 
I  was  in  pain  for  them.  I  do  not  believe  if  the 
mob  had  feized  them,  there  was  any  authority 
able  and  willing  to  have  refeued  them-  After 
they  had  withdrawn  the  town  fignified  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  by  a  meffage  that  it  was  expected  or  defi- 
red  they  fhould  not  return.  It  was  then  the  ge¬ 
neral  voice  that  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  them  to 
return.  After  all  this  the  fons  of  liberty  fay 
they  deferred  or  abdicated. 

The  other  officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  general 

either  did  not  leave  the  town  or  foon  returned  to. 

it. 
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1 1;  Some  of  them  feem  to  be  difcontented  with 
the  commiffioners.  Great  pains  have  been  taken 
to  increafe  the  difcontent.  Their  office  by  thefe 
means  is  rendered  extremely  burdcnfome.  Eve¬ 
ry  thing  they  do  is  found  fault  with,  and  yet 
no  particular  illegality  or  even  irregularity  men¬ 
tioned.  There  is  too  much  hauteur  fome  of 
their  officers  fay  in  the  treatment  they  receive. 
They  fay  they  treat  their  officers  as  thecommif- 
fioners  treat  their  officers  in  England  and  re¬ 
quire  no  greater  deference.  After  all  it  is  not 
the  perfons  but  the  office  of  the  commiffioners 
which  has  raifed  this  fpirit,  and  the  diftindtion 
made  between  the  commiffioners  is  becaufe  it  has 
been  given  out  that  four  of  them  were  in  favor 
of  the  new  eftablifhment,  and  the  fifth  was 
not.  If  Mr.  Hallowell  arrived  fafe  he  can  in¬ 
form  you  many  circumftances  relative  to  this  dif- 
tindtion  which  I  very  willingly  excufe  myfelf 
from  mentioning, 

I  know  of  no  burden  brought  upon  the  fair 
trader  by  the  new  eftabliihment.  The  illicit 
trader  finds  the  rifque  greater  than  itufed  to  be, 
efpecially  in  the  port  where  the  board  is  con- 
ftantly  held.  Another  circumftance  which  in- 
creafes  the  prejudice  is  this  ;  the  new  duties  hap¬ 
pened  to  take  place  juft  about  the  time  the  com¬ 
miffioners  arrived.  People  have  abfurdly  con¬ 
nected  the  duties  and  board  of  commiffioners, 
and  fuppofe  we  fhould  have  had  no  additional 
duties  if  there  had  been  no  Board  to  have  the 
charge  of  collecting  them.  With  all  the  aid  you 
can  give  to  the  officers  of  the  crown  they  will 
have  enough  to  do  to  maintain  the  authority  of 
government  and  to  carry  the  laws  into  execution. 

If 
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If  they  are  difcountenanced,  negle&ed  or  fail  of 
fupport  from  you,  they  muft  lubmit  to  every 
thing  the  prefent  oppofers  of  government  think 
fit  to  require  of  them. 

There  is  no  office  under  greater  difeourage- 
tnents  than  that  of  the  commiffioners.  Some  of 
my  friends  recommended  me  to  the  miniftry.  I 
think  myfelf  very  happy  that  I  am  not  one.  In-  ' 
deed  it  would  have  been  incompatible  with  my 
poll  as  chief  juftice,  and  I  muft  have  declined  it, 
and  I  (hauld  do  it  although  no  greater  falary  had 
been  affixed  to  the  chief  juftices  place  than  the 
final!  pittance  allowed  by  the  province. 

From  my  acquaintance  with  the  commiffioners 
I  have  conceived  a  perfonal  efteem  for  them,  but 
my  chief  inducement  to  make  this  reprefenta- 
tion  to  you  is  a  regard  to  the  public  intereft  which 
I  am  fare  will  fuffer  if  the  oppofuion  carry  their 
point  againft  them. 

I  am  with  very  great  efteem, 

Sir,  your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant. 


THO.  HUTCHINSON 


Auguft  10.  Yefterday  at  a  meeting  of  the 
merchants  it  was  agreed  by  all  prefent  to  give 
no  more  orders  for  goods  from  England,  nor  re¬ 
ceive  any  on  commiffion  until  the  late  afts  are 
repealed.  And  it  is  laid  all  except  fixteen  in  the 
town  have  fuberibed  an  engagement  or  that  te¬ 
nor.  I  hope  the  fubfeription  will  be  printed 
that  I  may  tranfmit  it  to  you. 


Bojtfftn 
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Be  Sion,  \th  Ofteber  1768* 


Dear  Sir, 


IW  AS  abfent  upon  one  of  our  circuits  when 
Mr.  Byles  arrived.  Since  my  return  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  your  obliging  letter  of  3  ill  July. 

I  never  dared  to  think  what  the  refentment  of 
the  nation  would  be  upon  Hallowell’s  arrival. 
It  is  not  ft  range  that  meafures  fhould  be  imme¬ 
diately  taken  to  reduce  the  colonies  to  their 
former  ftate  of  government  and  order,  but  that 
the  national  funds  fhould  be  effe&ed  by  it  is  to 
me  a  little  myfterious  and  furprizing.  Princi¬ 
ples  of  government  abfurd  enough,  fpread  thro* 
all  the  colonies  •,  but  I  cannot  think  that  in  any 
colony,  people  of  any  conlideration  have  ever 
been  fo  mad  as  to  think  of  a  revolt.  Many  of 
the  common  people  have  been  in  a  frenzy,  and 
talk’d  of  dying  in  defence  of  their  liberties,  and 
have  fpoke  and  printed  what  is  highly  criminal, 
and  too  many  of  rank  above  the  vulgar, and  fome 
in  public  pojls  have  coyntenanced  and  encouraged 
them  until  they  increafed  fo  much  in  their  num¬ 
bers  and  in  their  opinion  of  their  importance  as 
to  fubmit  to  government  no  further  than  they 
thought  proper.  The  legiflative  powers  have 
been  influenced  by  them,  and  the  executive 
powers  intirely  loft  their  force.  There  has 
been  continual  danger  of  mobs  and  infurreftions, 
but  they  would  have  fpent  all  their  force  within 
ourfelves,  the  officers  of  the  Crown  and  fome 
of  the  few  ftieads  who  dared  to  ftand  by  them 
pcffibly  might  have  been  knock’d  in  the  head, 

&nd  fame  fuch  fatal-event  would  probably  have 

brought 
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brought  the  people  to  their  fenfes.  For  four  or 
five  weeks  pad  the  diftemper  has  been  growing, 
and  I  confefs  I  have  not  been  without  fome 
apprehenfions  for  myfelf,  but  my  friends  have 
had  more  for  me,  and  I  have  had  repeated  and 
frequent  notices  from  them  from  different  quar¬ 
ters,  one  of  the  lajl  I  will  encloje  to  you *  In 
this  date  of  things  there  was  no  fecurity  but 
quirting  my  pods,  which  nothing  but  the  lad 
extremity  would  judify.  As  chief  judice  for 
two  years  after  our  firft  diforders  I  kept  the 
grand  juries  tollerably  well  to  their  duty.  The 
lad  fpring  there  had  been  feveral  riots,  and  a 
mod  infamous  libel  had  been  publiflied  in  one  of 
the  papers,  which  I  enlarged  upon,  and  the 
grandjury  had  determined  to  make  preferments, 
but  the  attorney-general  not  attending  them  the 
fird  day,  Otis  and  his  creatures  who  were  alarm¬ 
ed  and  frightned,  exerted  themfelves  the  next 
day  and  prevailed  upon  fo  many  of  the  jury  to 
change  their  voices,that  there  was  not  a  fufficient 
number  left  to  find  a  bill.  They  have  been  ever 
fince  more  enraged  againd  me  than  ever.  At  the 
defire  of  the  governor  I  committed  to  writing 
the  charge  while  it  lay  in  my  memory,  and  as  l 
have  no  further  ufe  for  it  I  will  indole  it  as  it 
may  give  you  tome  idea  of  our  judicatories. 

Whild  we  were  in  this  date, news  came  of  two 
regiments  being  ordered  from  Halifax,  and  foon 
after  two  more  from  Ireland.  1  he  minds  of 
people  were  more  and  more  agitated,  broad  hints 
were  given  that  the  troops  fhould  never  land,  a 
barrel  of  tar  was  placed  upon  the  beacon,  in  the 

night  to  be  fired  to  bring  in  the  country  when  the 

'  troops 

2  See  the  fallowing 
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troops  appeared*  and  all  the  authority  of  the 
government  was  not  ftrong  enough  to  remove  it- 
The  town  of  Bofton  met  and  paffed  a  number 
of  weak  but  very  criminal  votes  %  and  as  the  go¬ 
vernor  declined  calling  an  affembly  they  fent 
circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  and  diftrifts  to 
fend  a  perfon  each  that  there  might  be  a  general 
confultation  at  fo  extraordinary  a  crifis.  They 
met  and  fpent  3  week*  made  themfelves  ridicu¬ 
lous*  and  then  diffolv’d  themfelves,  after  a  mef- 
lage  or  two  to  the  governor  which  he  refufed  to 
receive  ;  a  petition  to  the  King  which  I  dare  fay 
their  agent  will  never  be  allow’d  to  prefent,  and 
a  rcfult  which  they  h^e  publifhed  ill-natured 
and  impotent. 

In  this  confufion  the  troops  from  Halifax  ar¬ 
rived.  I  never  was  much  afraid  of  the  people’s 
taking  arms*  but  I  was  apprehenfive  of  violence 
frorp  the  mob,  it  being  their  laft  chance  before 
the  troops  could  land.  As  the  profpeft  of  re¬ 
venge  became  more  certain  their  courage  abated 
in  proportion.  Two  regiments  are  landed,  but 
a  new  grievance  is  now  rais’d.  The  troops  are 
by  aft  of  parliament  to  be  quartered  no  where 
elfe  but  in  the  barracks  until  they  are  full. 
There  are  barracks  enough  at  the  caftlc  to  hold 
both  regiments.  It  is  therefore  againft  the  aft  to 
bring  any  of  them  into  town.  This  was  ftarted 
by  the  council  in  their  anfwer  to  the  governor* 
which  to  make  themfelves  popular*  they  in  an 
unprecedented  way  publifhed  and  have  alarmed 
all  the  province  *,  for  although  none  but  the  mod 
contrafted  minds  could  put  fuch  a  confiruftion 
upon  the  aft,  yet  after  this  declaration  of  the 
council  nine  tenths  of  the  people  fuppofe  it  juft. 
. - - -  c  -  ^ 
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I  wifh  the  a£t  had  been  better  expreis’d,  but  it 
is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  the  parliament  intended  to 
take  from  the  King  the  direction  of  his  forces  by 
confining  them  to  a  place  where  any  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  might  think  fit  to  build  barracks.  It  is 
befides  ungrateful,  for  it  is  known  to  many  that 
this  provifion  was  brought  into  the  biil  after  it 
had  been  framed  without  it,  from  meer  favor  to 
the  colonies.  I  hear  the  commander  in  chief  has 
provided  barracks  or  quarters,  but  a  doubt  ftill 
remains  with  fome  of  the  council,  whether  they 
are  to  furnifh  the  articles  required,  unlefs  the 
men  are  in  the  province  barracks,  and  they  are 
to  determine  upon  it  to  day. 

The  government  has  been  fo  long  in  the 
hands  of  the  populace  that  it  muft  come  out  of 
them  by  degrees,  at  leaii  it  will  be  a  work  o t 
time  to  bring  the  people  back  .to  juft  notions  of 
the  nature  of  government. 

Mr.  Pepperrell  a  young  gentleman  of  good 
character,  and  grandfon  and  principal  heir  ro  the 
late  Sir  William  Pepperrell  being  bound  to  Lon¬ 
don,  I  fliali  deliver  this  letter  to  him,  as  it  will 
be  too  bulky  for  poftage,  and  defire  him  to  wait 
upon  you  with  it. 

I  am  with  very  great  efteem. 

Sir*  your  moft  humble  and  moil  obedient  fervanf, 

THO.  HUTCHINSON, 


(m MM 
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si  R, 

THE  great  efteem  I  have  for  you  in  every 
point  of  light,  perhaps  renders  my  fears 
and  doubts  for  the  fafety  of  your  perfon  greater 
than  they  ought  to  be  ;  however  if  that  is  an  error 
it  certainly  refultsfrcm  true  friendfbip,  naturally 
jealous.  Laft  night  1  was  informed  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  my  acquaintance,  who  had  his  informa¬ 
tion  from  one  intimate  with  and  knowing  to  the 
infernal  purpofes  of  the  fons  of  liberty  as  they 
falfely  ftile  themfelves,  that  he  verily  believ’d, 
from  the  terrible  threats  and  menaces  by  thofe 
catalines  againft  you,  that  your  life  is  greatly  in 
danger.  This  informant  1  know  is  under  o c» li¬ 
gations  to  you  and  is  a  man  of  veracity.  He 
exprefs’d  himfelf  with  concern  for  you,  and  the 
gentleman  acquainting  me  with  this  horrid  cir- 
cum fiance,  affured  me  he  was  very  uneafy  till 
you  had  notice.  1  fhould  have  none  myfelf  the 
honor  of  waiting  cn  you  but  am  neceffarily  pre¬ 
vented.  The  duty  I  owed  to  you  as  a  friend 
and  to  the  public  as  a  member  of  fociety,  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  reft  till  1  had  put  youi  honor 
upon  your  guatd  ;  for  tho’  this  may  be  a  falfe 
alarm,  nothing  would  have  given  me  greater 
min,  if  any  accident  had  happen’d,  and  1  had 
teen  Client.  If  noffibie  I  will  fee  you  to  mor¬ 
row,  and  let  you  know  further  into  this  black 
affair.  And  am  w'rh  the  fincereft  friendfhip 
and  refpett,  your  honors  moff  obedient, 
and  Rioft  humble  fervant, 

ROB.  AUCHMUTY. 


To  the  hon’ble  Thomas  Hutchinfon, 

Sept.  14.  1768. 
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Dear  Sir,  Boftotu,  10 th  December  iy68. 
AM  juft  now  informed  that  a  number  of  the 
council,  perhaps  8  or  to,  who  live  in  and  near 
this  town,  have  met  together  and  agreed  upon  a 
long  addrefs  or  petition  to  parliament,  and  that  it 
will  be  fent  by  this  ftiip  to  Mr.  Bollan  to  be  pre¬ 
sented.  Mr.  Danforth  who  is  prefident  of  the 
council  told  the  governor  upon  enquiry,  that  it 
was  fent  to  him  to  fign,  and  he  fuppofed  the  reft 
of  the  council  who  had  met  together  would  fign 
after  him  in  order,  but  he  had  fince  found  that 
they  had  wrote  over  his  name  by  erder  of  council^ 
which  makes  it  appear  to  be  an  aft  of  council. 
This  may  be  a  low  piece  of  cunning  in  him,  but 
be  it  as  it  may, it’s  proper  it  fhould  be  known  that 
the  whole  is  no  more  than  the  doings  of  a  part  of 
the  council  only,  although  even  that  is  not  very 
material,  fince,  if  they  had  all  been  prefent  with¬ 
out  the  governor’s  Summons  the  meeting  would 
have  been  irregular  and  unconftitutional,  and 
ought  to  be  dilcountenanced  and  cenfured.  I 
luppofe  there  is  no  inftance  of  the  privy  council’s 
meeting  and  doing  hufmefs  without  the  king’s 
prefence  or  Special  direftion,  except  in  commit¬ 
tees  upon  fuch  bufinefs  as  by  his  majefty’s  order 
has  been  referr’d  to  them  by  an  aft  of  council, 
and  1  have  known  no  inftance  here  without  the 
governor  until  within  three  or  four  months  paft. 

I  thought  it  very  neceflary  the  circumftances 
of  this  proceeding  fliould  be  known,  tho’  if  there 
be  no  necefiity  (or  it,  I  think  it  would  be  beft  it 
(hould  not  be  known  that  the  intelligence  comes 
from  me.  I  am  with  very  great  regard.  Sir, 
your  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  Servant, 

THQ.  HUTCHINSON. 

Bojlsn, 


I 
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Boftotiy  2db  January  1769s 


Dear  Sir, 

YOU  have  laid  me  under  very  great  obliga¬ 
tions  by  the  very  clear  and  full  account  of 
proceedings  in  parliament,  which  I  received  from 
you  by  Capr.  Scott.  You  have  alfo  done  much 
fervice  to  the  people  of  the  province.  For  a 
day  or  two  after  the  (hip  arrived,  the  enemies  of 
government  gave  out  that  their  friends  in  parlia¬ 
ment  were  increafing,  and  all  things  would  be 
(bon  on  the  old  footing  ;  in  other  words  that  all 
a&s  impofing  duties  would  be  repealed,  the  com- 
miffioners  board  diffolved,  the  cuftoms  put  on  the 
old  footing,  and  illicit  trade  be  carried  on  with 
little  or  no  hazard.  It  was  very  fortunate  that 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to  prevent  fuch  a  falfe  re- 
prefcntation  from  fpreading  through  the  province. 

I  have  been  very  cautious  of  ufing  your  name, 
but  I  have  been  very  free  in  publifhing  abroad 
the  fubftance  of  your  letter,  and  declaring  that 
I  had  my  intelligence  from  the  beft  authority, 
and  have  in  a  great  mcafure  defeated  the  ill  de- 
fign  in  raifing  and  attempting  to  fpread  fo  ground- 
ids  a  report.  What  marks  of  refentment  the 
parliament  will  Chow,  whether  they  will  be  up¬ 
on  the  province  in  general  or  particular  perfons, 
is  extremely  uncertain,  but  that  they  will  be  pla¬ 
ced  fomewhere  is  moft  certain,  and  I  add,  becaufe 
I  think  it  ought  to  he  Jo9  that  thofe  who  have 
been  moft  Ready  in  preserving  the  conftitution 
and  oppofing  the  licencioufnefs  of  fuch  as  call 
themfelves  Ions  of  liberty  will  certainly  meet 
with  favor  and  encouragementc 
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'This  is  mod  certainly  a  crifis.  I  really  wifh 
that  there  may  not  have  been  the  leaft  degree 
of  feverity  beyond  what  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  maintain,  I  think  I  may  fay  to  you  the  depen- 
dance  which  a  colony  ought  to  have  upon  the  pa¬ 
rent  ftate  ;  but  if  no  meafures  jliall  have  been 
taken  to  fecurethis  dependance,  or  nothing  more 
than  fome  declaratory  a£ts  or  refolves,  it  is  all 
over  with  us-  The  friends  of  government  will 
be  utterly  difheartned,  and  the  friends  of  anarchy 
will  be  afraid  of  nothing.be  it  ever  fo extravagant. 

The  iaft  veffel  from  London  had  a  quick  paf- 
fage.  We  expeft  to  be  in  fufpenfe  for  the  three 
or  four  next  weeks  and  then  to  hear  our  fate.  I 
never  think  of  the  meafures  neceffary  for  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  the  colonies  without 
pain.  There  mud  be  an  abridgment  of  what 
are  calledEnglifli  liberties.  I  relieve  myfelf  by 
confidering  that  in  a  remove  from  the  ftate  of 
nature  to  the  mod:  pcrfefl  ftate  of  government 
there  muft  be  a  great  reftraint  of  natural  liberty. 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  poflible  to  projeft  a  fyftem 
of  government  in  which  a  colony  *  3000  miles 
diftant  from  the  parent  ftate  fhall  enjoy  all  the 
liberty  of  the  parent  ftate.  I  am  certain  I  have 
never  yet  feen  the  projeftion.  1  wifti  the  good 
of  the  colony  when  I  wifh  to  fee  fome  further 
reftraint  of  liberty  rather  than  the  connexion 
with  the  parent  ftate  fhould  be  broken  ;  for  I  am 
fure  fuch  a  breach  muft  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
colony.  Pardon  me  this  cxcurfion,  it  really  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  ftate  of  mind  into  which  our  per¬ 
plexed  affairs  often  throws  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  great  eftcem. 
Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  mod  obedient  fervant, 

THO,  HUTCHINSON, 


B  oft  on ,  20  th  October,  1769, 

Dear  Sir, 

\  t 

I  THANK  you  for  your  laid  favor  of  July 
1 8th.  I  fancy  in  my;laft  to  you  about' two 
months  ago  I  have  anfwered  thegreatcft  part  of  it. 

My  opinion  upon  the  combination  of  the  mer¬ 
chants,  I  gave  you  very  fully.  How  long  they 
will  be  able  to  continue  them  if  parliament 
fhould  not  interpofe  is  uncertain.  In  mod:  ar¬ 
ticles  they  may  another  year,  and  you  run  the 
rifque  of  their  fubftituting  when  they  are  put  to 
their  fhifts  fomething  of  their  own  in  the  place 
of  what  they  ufed  to  have  from  you,  and  which 
they  will  never  return  to  you  for.  But  it  is  not 
poffible  that  provifion  for  diflolving  thefe  com¬ 
binations  and  fubjefting  all  who  do  not  Denounce 
them  K>  penalties  adequate  to  the  offence  fhould 
not  be  made  the  firft  week  the  parliament  meets. 
Certainly  all  parties  will  unite  in  fo  extraordinary 
cafe  if  they  never  do  in  any  other.  So  much 
has  been  faid  upon  the  repeal  of  the  duties  laid 
by  the  laft  aft,  that  it  will  render  it  very  difficult 
to  keep  people’s  minds  quiet  if  that  fhould  be 
refufed  them.  They  deferve  punifhment  you 
will  fay,  but  laying  or  continuing  taxes  upon  all 
cannot  be  thought  equal,  feeing  many  will  be 
punifhed  who  are  not  offenders.  Penalties  of 
another  kind  feem  better  adapted. 

I  have  been  tolerably  treated  fince  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  departure,  no  other  charge  being  made 
againft  me  in  our  fcandalous  news-papers  except 
my  bad  principles  in  matters  of  government,  and 
this  charge  has  had  little  effeft,  and  a  great  many 
friends  promife  me  fnpport, 
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I  muft  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  keep  fecret 
every  thing  I  write,  until  we  are  in  a  more  fet¬ 
tled  ftate,  for  the  party  here  either  by  their 
agent,  or  by  fome  of  their  emiflaries  in  London, 
have  fent  them  every  report  or  rumor  of  the 
contents  of  letters  wrote  from  hence.  I  hope 
we  fhall  fee  better  times  both  here  and  in  Eng¬ 
land.  I  am  with  great  efteem, 

Sir,  your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

THO.  HUTCHINSON. 


Bojlon,  jtb  May  1767. 

S  I  R, 

I  AM,  indebted  to  you  for  the  obliging  manner 
in  which  you  receiv’d  my  recommendarioa 
of  my  good  friend  Mr. Paxton,  as  well  as  for  the 
account  you  are  pleafed  to  fend  me  of  the  fitu- 
tion  of  affairs  in  the  mother  country. 

I  am  very  forry  that  the  colonies  give  you 
fo  much  employment,  and  it  is  impoflible  to  fay 
how  long  it  will  be  before  things  fettle  into  quiet 
among  us.  We  have  fome  here  who  have  been 
fo  bufy  in  fomenting  the  late  difturbances,  that 
they  may  now  think  it  needful  for  their  own  fe« 
curity  to  keep  up  the  fpirit.  They  have  plumed 
ihemfelves  much  upon  the  viftory  they  have 
gained,  and  the  fupport  they  have  fince  met  with; 
nor  could  any  thing  better  {hew  what  they  would 
ftiil  be  at, than  the  manner  in  which  by  their  own 
account  publifhed  in  the  news-papers  laft  Auguft 
they  celebrated  the  14th  of  that  month,  as  the 

fir  ft  anniverfary  commemoration  of  what  they 

J  -  ~  -  -  had 
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had  done  at  the  tree  of-  liberty  on  that  day  thes 
year  before.  Here  a  number  of  refpeffable 
gentlemen  as  they  inform  us  now  met,  and 
among  other  toads  drank  general  Paoli,  and  the 
fpark  of  liberty  kindled  in  Spain.  I  am  now 
f  peaking  of  a  few  individuals  only,  the  body  of 
the  people  are  well  difpofed,  yet  when  you  come 
to  fee  the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  reprelentatives 
the  lalf  feffion,  l  fear  you  will  think  that  the 
fame  fpirit  has  feized  our  public  counfels.  I  can 
However  fairly  fay  thus  much  in  behalf  of  the 
government,  that  the  lad  houfe  was  packed  by 
means  of  a  public  profeription  juft  before  the 
eledtion,  of  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  had 
appeared  in  the  preceding  fcflion  in  the  fupport 
of  government  :  their  names  \Vere.  publilhed  in 
an  inflammatory  news-paper,  and  their  condim¬ 
ents  made  to  believe  they  were  about  to  fell  them 
for  flaves.  Writs  are  now  out  for  a  new  allem- 
b!y>  but  I  cannot  anfwer  for  the  choice  :  I  hope 
however  that  the  people  in  general  are  in  a  better 
temper  ;  yet  the  moderate  men  have  been  fo 
browbeaten  in  the  houfe,  and  found  themfelves 
fo  infignificant  there  the  laft  year,  that  fome  of 
them  will  voluntary  decline  coming  again.  I 
thinks  this  looks  too  much  like  a  defpair  of  the 
common-wealth,  and  cannot  be  juflified  on  pa¬ 
triotic  principles. 

The  election  of  counfellors  was  carried  the 
laft  yedr  as  might  have  been  expe&ed  from  fuch 
an  houfe.  The  officers- of  the  crown  and  the 
judges  of  the  fuperior  court  were  excluded.  And 
I  hear  that  it  is  the  defign  of  fome  who  expert 
to  be  returned  members  of  the  houfe  this  year  to 

make  fure  work  at  the  enfuing  eleftion  of  coun- 
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fellors,  by’excluding,  if  they  can,  the  gentlemen 
of  the  council  (who  by  charter  remain  fuch  ’till 
others  are  chofen  in  their  room)  from  any  Jhare 
in  the  choice,  tho’  they  have  always  had  their 
voice  in  it  hitherto  from  the  firft  arrival  of  the 
charter.  If  the  houjfe  do  this,  they  will  have 
it  in  their  power  to  model  the  council  as  they 
pleafe,  and  throw  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  unlefs  the  governor 
fhould  again  exert  his  negative  as  he  did  the  lafi: 


3S 

y 


year. 


You  have  doubtlefs  feen  fome  of  the  curious 
medages  from  the  late  houfe  to  the  governor,  and 
can’t  but  have  obferved  with  how  little  decency 
they  have  attacked  both  the  governor  and  the 
lieutenant  governor.  They  have  alfo  in  effeft 
forced  the  council  to  declare  themfelves  parties 
in  the  quarrel  they  had  againft  the  latter  in  a 
matter  of  mere  indifference.  In  their  meflage 
to  the  governor  of  the  31ft  of  January  they 
have  explicitly  charged  the  lieutenant  governor 
(a  gentleman  to  whom  they  are  more  indebted 
than  to  any  one  man  in  the  government)  with 
“  ambition  and  Juft  of  power”,  merely  for  pay¬ 
ing  a  compliment  to  the  governor  agreeable  to 
ancient  ufage,  by  attending  him  to  court  and 
being  prefent  in  the  council-chamber  when  he 
made  his  fpeech  ac  the  opening  of  the  felTion  ; 
at  which  time  they  go  on  to  fay,  “  none  but  the 
general  court  and  their  lervants  are  intended  to 
be  prelent”,  ftill  holding  out  to  the  people  the 
fervants.  of  the  crown  as  objefts  of  infignificance, 
ranking  the  lecretary  with  their  door-keeper,  as 
fervants  of  the  aflembly ;  for  the  lecretary  with 
his  clerks  and  the  door-keeper  are  the  only 
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perfoas  prefent  with  the  aflembly  on  thefe 
occafions. 

The  officers  of  the  crown  being  thus  leflen’d 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  takes  off  their  weight 
and  influence,  and  the  balance  will  of  courfe 
turn  in  favor  of  the  people  *  and  what  makes 
them  ftill  more  infignificant  is  their  dependanee 
on  the  people  for  a  neceflary  fupport :  if  fome- 
thing  were  left  to  the  goodwill  of  fhe  people, 
yet  nature  fhould  be  fure  of  a  fupport.  The 
governor’s  falary  has  for  about  35  years  pafl 
been  pretty  well  underflood  to  be  a  thoufand 
pound  a  year  flerling.  Whan  this  fum  was  firft 
agreed  to,  it  was  very  well ;  but  an  increafe  of 
wealth  fince  has  brought  along  with  it  an  increafe 
of  luxury,  fo  that  what  was  fufficient  to  keep  up 
a  proper  difiirt&ion  and  fupport  the  dignity  of  a 
governor  then,  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  now.  fl  he  lieutenant 
governor  has  no  appointments  as  fuch:  the  cap¬ 
taincy  of  Caftle-William  which  may  be  worth 
^.120  flerling  a  year  is  looked  upon  indeed  as 
an  appendage  to  his  commiflion,  and  the  late  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  enjoyed  no  other  appointment : 
he  lived  a  retired  life  upon  his  own  eflate  in  the 
country,  and  was  eafy.  The  prefent  lieutenant 
governor  indeed  has  otner  appointments,  but  the 
people  arc  quarrelling  with  him  for  it,  and  will 
not  fuffer  him  to  be  eafy  unlefs  he  will  retire  alfo. 

The  fecretary  may  have  fomething  more  than 
/,2o o  a  year  flerling,  but  has  for  the  two  laft 
years  been  allowed  lawful  money  a  year 

lefs  than  had  been  ufual  for  divers  years  preced¬ 
ing,  tho’  he  had  convinced  the  houfc  by  their 
committee  that  without  this  deduftion  he  wo«?i 
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have  had  no  more  than^.250  fterling  per  annum 
m  lees,  perquifites  and  falary  altogether,  which 
is  not  the  one  half  of  his  annual  expence. 

The  crown  did  by  charter  referve  to  itfelf  the 
appointment  of  a  governor,,  lieutenant  governor 
an  )  Secretary  ;  the  defign  of  this  was  without 
doubt  to  maintain  fome  kind  of  balance  between 
the  powers  of  the  crown  and  of  the  people  ;  but 
if  officers  are  not  in  fome  meafure  independent 
of  the  people  (for  it  is  difficult  to  ferve  two 
xnaflers)  they  will  fometimes  have  a  hard  ftruggfe 
between  duty  to  the  crown  and  a  regard  to  felf, 
which  muft  be  a  very  difagreeable  fituation  to 
them,  as  well  as  a  weakening  to  the  authority  of 
government.  The  officers  of  the  crown  are  very 
few,  and  are  therefore  the  more  eafily  provided 
for  without  burdening  the  people  :  andfuch  pro- 
' vifon  I  look  upon  as  neceffary  to  the  reft  oration, 
and  fupport  of  the  King  s  authority . 

13ur  it  may  be  faid  how  can  any  new  meafures 
be  taken  without  raffing  new  dffiurbances  ?  The 
manufacturers  in  England  will  rife  again  and  de¬ 
feat  the  meafures  of  government.  This  game 
’tis  true  has  been  played  once  and  fficceeded,  and 
it  has  been  averted  here,  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  colonies  at  any  rime  to  raife  a  rebellion 
in  England  by  refilling  to  fend  for  their  manu¬ 
factures.  For  my  own  part  I  do  not  believe  this. 
The  merchants  in  England,  and  l  don’t  know 
but  thole  in  London  and  Briftol  only,  might  al¬ 
ways  govern  in  this  matter  and  quiet  the  manu¬ 
facturer.  1  he  merchant’s  view  is  always  to  his 
own  intered.  As  the  trade  is  now  managed,  the 
dealer  here  fends  to  the  merchant  in  England  for 
ius  goods  j  upon  thefe  goods  the  Engiifh  mer¬ 
chant 
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cbarrt  puts  a  profit  of  io  or  more  probably  of  iy 
per  cent  when  he  fends  them  to  his  employer  in 
America.  The  merchant  is  fo  jealous  of  fore¬ 
going  this  profit,  that  an  American  trader  cannot 
well  purchafe  the  goods  he  wants  of  the  manu¬ 
facturer  ;  for  fliould  the  merchant  know  that  the 
manufacturer  had  fupplied  an  American,  he  would 
Take  off  no  more  of  his  wares.  The  merchants 
therefore  having  this  profit  in  view  will  by  one 
means  or  other  fecure  it.  They  know  the  goods 
which  the  American  market  demands,  and  may 
therefore  fafely  take  them  off  from  the  manu¬ 
facturer,  tho’  they  fliould  have  no  orders  for 
fhipping  them  this  year  or  perhaps  the  next ;  and 
I  dare  fay,  it  would  hot  be  longer  before  the 
Americans  would  clamour  for  a  (upply  of  goods 
from  England,  for  it  is  vain  to  think  they  can 
iupply  themfelves.  The  merchant  might  then 
put  an  ad vc  iced  price  upon  his  goods,  and  poffi- 
bly  be  able  to  make  his  own  terms;  cr  if  it  fhouid 
be  thought  the  goods  would  not  bearan  advanced 
price  to  indemnify  him,  it  might  be  worth  while 
for  the  government  to  agree  with  the  merchants 
before  hand  to  allow  them  a  premium  equivalent 
to  the  advance  of  their  flock,  and  then  the  game 
would  be  over . 

I  have  wrote  with  freedom  in  confidence  of 
my  name’s  not  being  ufed.  on  the  occnfion.  For 
though  l  have  wrote  nothing  but  what  in  my 
Confidence  I  think  an  American  may  upon  juft 
principles  advance,  and  what  a  fervant  of  the 
crown  ought  upon  all  proper  occasions  to  fugged, 
yet  the  many  prejudices  I  have  to  combat  with 
may  render  it  unfit  it  fliould  be  made  public 
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1  communicated  to  governor  Bernard  what 
you  mentioned  concerning  him,  who  defires  me 
to  prefent  you  his  compliments,  and  let  you 
know  that  he  is  obliged  to  you  for  the  exprefu- 
ons  of  your  regard  for  his  injured  charafter. 

I  am  with  great  refpeft, 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  mold  humble  fervant* 

:;;dn  Andw*  Oliver. 

I  afk  your  acceptance  of  a  journal 
of  the  laft  feffion  which  is  put 
up  in  a  box  directed  to  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  board  of  trade. 


Soft  on t  ii  May, 

S  I  R, 

I  AM  this  moment  favored  with  your  very  ob¬ 
liging  letter  byCapt.  Jarvis  of  the  2d  March, 
which  I  have  but  juft  time  to  acknowledge,  as 
this  is  the  day  given  out  for  the  fhip  to  fail.  I 
wrote  you  the  23d  of  February  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  28th  December,  that  of  the  12th 
February  which  yon  refer  to  in  this  of  the  2d  of 
March  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  You  lay  me, 
fir,  under  the  greateft  obligations  as  well  for  the 
interefting  account  of  public  affairs  which  you  are 
from  time  to  time  pieafed  to  tranfmit  me,  as  for 
your  fteady  attention  to  my  private  concerns.  I 
fhall  always  have  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  Mr. 
Grenville’s  intentions  of  favor  alfo,  whether  I 
ever  reap  any  benefit  from  them  or  not.  With¬ 
out  a  proper  fupport  afforded  to  the  king’s  officers, 
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the  refpefi:  due  to  government  will  of  eoune 
fail  ;  yet  I  cannot  fay  whether  under  the  prefent 
circumilances,  and  confidcring  the  temper  the 
people  are  now  in,  an  additional  provifion  fof  me 
would  be  of  real  benefit  to  me  perfonally  or  not. 
It  has  been  given  out  that  no  perfon  who  receives 
a  ftipend  from  the  government  at  home,  fhall 
Jive  in  the  country.  Government  here  wants 
fome  effectual  fupport :  No  fooner  was  it  known 
that  the  lieut.  governor  had  a  provifion  of  £9 200 
a  year  made  for  him  out  of  the  revenue,  than  he 
was  advifed  in  the  Bofton  Gazette  to  refign  all 
pretenfions  to  a  feat  in  council,  either  with  or 
without  a  voice.  The  temper  of  the  people 
may  be  furely  learnt  from  that  infamous  paper  ; 
it  is  the  very  thing  that  forms  their  temper  ;  for 
if  they  are  not  in  the  temper  of  the  writer  at  the 
time  of  the  publication,  yet  it  is  looked  upon  as 
the  ORACLE,  and  they  foon  bring  their  temper 
to  it.  Some  of  the  lateft  of  them  are  very  expref- 
five,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  fending  them, 
as  I  imagine  they  fomehow  or  other  find  their 
way  to  you  :  But  I  cannot  bur  apprehend  from 
thefe  papers  and  from  hints  that  are  thrown  out, 
that  if  the  petition  of  the  Houfe  to  his  Majefty 
and  their  letters  to  divers  noble  Lords  fhould 
fail  of  fuccefs,  fomc  people  will  be  mad  enough 
to  go  to  extremities.  The  commifiioners  of  the 
cufioms  have  already  been  openly  affronted, 
the  governor’s  company  of  Cadets  have  come  to 
a  resolution  not  to  wait  on  him  (as  ufualjon  the 
day  of  General  Eleftion  the  25th  inflant  if 
thofe  gentlemen  are  of  the  company.  And  the 
Town  of  Bofton  have  pafled  a  Vote  thatFancu- 
il-LIall  (io  which  the  governor  atc.d  his  company 
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ufually  dine  on  that  day)  fhall  not  be  opened  to 
him  it  the  commlffiohers  are  invited  to  dine  with 
him.  A  lilt  of  counfellorS  has  within  a  few 
days  part  been  printed  and  difperfed  by  way  of 
fneer  on  Lord  Shelburne’s  letter,  made  up  of 
king’s  officers  ;  which  lift,  the  writer  fays,  if 
adopted  at  the  next  general  election  may  take 
away  all  grounds  of  complaint,  and  may  poffibly 
prove  a  healing  and  very  faliitary  meafure.  The 
lieutenant  governor  is  at  the  head  of  this  lift 5they 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  put  me  next,  the 
eommiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  are  all  in  the  lift 
except  Mr.  ‘Temple,  and  to  compleat  the  lift, 
they  have  added  fome  of  the  waiters.  1  never 
thought  ’till  very  lately  that  theyafted  upon  any 
Jettled  plan,  nor  do  I  now  think  they  have  ’till 
of  late  ;  a  few,  a  very  few,  among  us  have 
planned  the  prefent  meafures,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  been  too  weak  to  fubdue  their  turbu- 
♦ 

Jent  fpirits.  Our  ficuation  is  not  rightly  known  5 
but  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  the  molt  ferious  at¬ 
tention. 

I  am  with  the  greateft  refpe&. 

Sir,  your  moll:  obedient  and 
molt  humble  Servant, 


And"-  Oliver* 


'  «  . 

I  fiiall  take  proper  care  to  forward 
your  Letter  to  Mr.  Ingeifoh  He 
had  received  your  laft. 


Bdjlst 


7jivrt  p 
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Bbfton,  i 

<  >  .  i  . i.  . 

•SIR, 

'•  *  —  J  I  t.  '*  -J  . 

O 

I  HAVE  your  very  obliging  favor  of  the  4th 
of  Oftober.  I  find  myfelf  confirained  as 
well  by  this  letter  as  by  my  fon  and  daugh¬ 
ter  Spooner’s  letters  fince,  to  render  you  my 
mod  fincere  thanks  for  the  very  polite  notice  you 
have  taken  of  them  ;  and  Ipray  my  mod  ref- 
pe&ful  compliments  to  the  good  lady  yt>ur  mo¬ 
ther,  whofe  friendly  reception  of  them  at  Non- 
fuch  has,  I  find  engaged  the  warmed  e?eem 
and  refped — He  hath  wrote  us  that  he  had  a 
profped  of  fucceeding  in  the  bufinefs  he  went 
upon  ;  but  the  lad  letter  we  had  was  from  her 
of  the  23d  of  November,  acquainting  us  that  he 
had  been  very  ill,  but  was  getting  better.  She 
writes  as  a  perfon  overcome  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
kindnefs  thev  had  met  with,  in  a  place  where 
they  were  drangers,  on  this  trying  occafion. 

You  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  King’s 
troops,  the  quiet  reception  they  met  with  among 
us  was  not  at  all  furprizing  to  me. — I  am  forry 
there  was  any  occafion  for  fending  them.  From 
the  addrefs  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  council  to 
General  Gage,  it  might  be  fuppofed  there  was 
none.  I  have  feen  a  letter  from  our  friend  In- 
gerfoll  with  this  paraphrafe  upon  it — “  We  hope 
that  your  Excellency  obferving  with  your  own 
eyes  nozv  the  troops  are  among  us,  our  peacea¬ 
ble  and  quiet  behaviour,  will  be  convinced  that 
that  wicked  G . r  B . d  told  a  fib  in  fay¬ 

ing,  We  were  not  fo  before  they  came.” 

E  * 
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1  have  given  you  the  fenfe  of  i  ftranger  on  a 
fingle  paragraph  of  this  addrefs,  becaufe  I  fuf- 
pefted  my  own  opinion  of  it,  ’till  I  found  it  thus 
confirm’d — If  you  have  the  news-papers  con¬ 
taining  the  addrefs, your  own  good  fenfe  will  lead 
you  to  make  fome  other  remarks  upon  ir,  as  well 
as  to  trace  the  influence  under  which  it  feems  to 
have  been  penned.  The  difturbers  of  our  peace 
take  great  advantage  of  fuch  aids  from  people  in 
office  and  power — The  lieutenant  governor  has 
communicated  to  me  your  letter  containing  an 
account  of  the  debates  in  parliament  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  feffiou  :  We  foon  expeft  their  decifion 
on  American  a  ffairs, fome  I  doubt  not  with  fear  and 
trembling — fet  I  have  very  lately  had  occafion 
to  know,  that  be  the  determination  of  parliament 
what  it  will,  it  is  the  determination*  of  fome  to 
agree  to  no  terms  that  fhall  remove  us  from  our 
old  foundation.  This  confirms  me  in  an  opinion 
that  I  have  taken  up  a  long  time  fince,  that  if 
there  be  no  way  to  take  off  the  original  incendi¬ 
aries,  they  will  continue  to  inffill  their  poifon  in¬ 
to  the  minds  of  the  people  through  the  vehicle 
of  the  BOSTON  GAZETTE. 

In  your  letter  to  the  lieutenant  governor  you 
obferve  upon  two  defers  in  our  conftitution,  the 
popular  eleftion  of  the  Council,  and  the  return 
of  Juries  by  the  Towns.  The  firft  of  thefe  a- 
rtfes  from  the  Charter  itfelf ;  the  latter  from  our 
provincial  Laws.  The  method  of  appointing  our 
Grand  Juries  lies  open  to  management.  Whoe¬ 
ver  pleafes,  nominates  them  at  our  town-meet¬ 
ings;  by  this  means  one  who  was  fuppos’d  to  be 
a  principal  in  the  Riots  of  the  10th  of  June  laft, 
was  upon  that  Jury  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  in- 
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quire  into  them  :  But  the  provincial  legillature 
hath  made  fufficient  provifion  for  .he  return  of 
Petit  Juries  by  their  aft  of  23d  'jeo.  2d,  which 
requires  the  feveral  towns  to  take  lifts  of  all  per- 
fons  liable  by  law  to  ferve,  and  forming  them  in¬ 
to  two  clafles,  put  their  names  written  on  feparate 
papers  into  two  different  boxes,  one  for  the  fu- 
perior  court  and  the  other  for  the  inferior  ;  And 
when  veniries  are  iffued,  the  number  therein  re¬ 
quired  are  to  be  drawn  out  in  open  town- meet¬ 
ing,  no  perfbn  to  ferve  oftner  than  once  in  three 
years— -The  method  of  appointing  Grand  Juries 
appears  indeed  defeftive  ;  but  if  the  other  is  not 
it  may  be  imputed  to  the  rimes  rather  than  to  the 
defeft  of  the  laws— that  neither  the  Grand  Ju¬ 
ries  nor  the  Petit  Jurie;  have  of  late  anfwei  ed  the 
expectations  of  government. 

As  to  the  appointment  of  the  council,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  neither  the  popular  elections  its 
this  province,  nor  their  appointment  in  what  are 
called  the  royal  governments  by  the  King’s  man* 
damus,  are  free  from  exceptions,  efpecially  if  the 
council  as  a  legiflative  body  is  intended  to  anfwcr 
the  idea  of  the  houfeof  lords  in  the  Britifh  le* 
giflature.  There  they  are  fuppos’d  to  be  a  free 
and  independent  body,  and  on  their  being  fuch 
the  ftrength  and  firmnefs  of  the  conftitution  does 
very  much  depend  :  whereas  the  eleftion  or  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  councils  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned  renders  them  altogether  dependent  on 
their  conftituents.  The  King  is  the  fountain  of 
honour,  and  as  fuch  the  peers  of  the  realm  derive., 
their  honours  from  him  ;  but  then  they  hold 
them  by  a  furcr  tenure  than  the  provincial  conn- 
fellers  who  are  appointed  by  mandamus.  On 


the  other  hand,  our  popular  elettions  very  often 
expofe  them  to  contempt ;  for  nothing  is  more 
common,  than  for  tfye  reprefentatives,  when  they 
find  the  council  a  little  untraftable  at  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  to  remind  them  that  May  is  at  hand. 

It  may  be  accounted  by  the  colonies  as  dan¬ 
gerous  to  admit  of  any  alterations  in  their  charters, 
as  it  is  by  the  governors  in  the  church  to  make 
any  in  the  eftablifhment  ;  yet  to  tnakc  the  re- 
femblance  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament,  fome  alteration  is  neceftary. 

It  is  not  requifite  that  I  know  of,  that  a 
Counfellor  Ihou’d  be  a  freeholder;  his  refidence 
according  to  the  charter  is  a  fufficient  qualifica¬ 
tion  ;  for  that  provides  only,  that  he  be  an  inha¬ 
bitant  of  or  proprietor  of  lands  within  the  diftrift 
for  which  he  is  chofen  :  whereas  the  peers  of  ’ 
the  realm  fit  in  the  houfe-of  lords,  as  I  take  it, 
in  virtue  of  their  baronies.  ;  If  there  fhouJd  be  a 
reform  of  any  of  the  colony  charters  writh  a  view 
to  keep  up  the  refemblance  of  the  three  eflates 
in.  England,  the  legiflative  council  fhou’d  confift 
of  men  of  landed  eftates  ;  but  as  our  landed 
eftates  here  are  fmall  at  prefent,  the  yearly  value 
of  ;^.ioo  fterling  per  annum  might  in  fome  of 
them  at  kaft  .be  a  fufficient  qualification.  As  our  • 
eftates  are  portable  after  the  deceafe  of  the  pro-', 
prieror,  the  honour  could  not  be  continued  in 
families  as- in  England  It  might  however  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  appointee  cjitam  diu  bene  fe  gej/ent, 
and  proof  be  required  of  fome  makpra&ice  be-' 
fore  a  fufpe^fiOn  or  removal.  Bankruptcy  alfo 
might  be  another  ground  for  removal.  A  fmall 
legiflative  council  might  anfwer  the  purpofes  of 
government  ;  but  it  might  tend  to  weaken  that 

.  .  levelling 
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levelling  principle,  which  is  cheri fil'd  by  the  pre* 
fent  popular  conftitutioh,  to  have  an  honorary 
order  efhblifh’d,  out  of  which  the  council  fhou’J 
be  appointed.  There  is  no  way  now  to  put  a 
man  of  fortune  above  the  common  level,  and 
exempt  him  from  being  chofen  by  the  people 
into  the  lower  offices,  but  his  being  appointed  a 
juffice  of  the  peace  ;  this  is  frequently  done  when  > 
there  is  no  kind  of  expectation  of  his  undertak¬ 
ing  the  rruft,  and  has  its  inconveniences.  For 
remedy  hereof  it  might  be  expedient  to  have  an 
order  of  Patricians  or  Enquires  indicated,  to  be 
all  men  of  fortune  or  good  landed  edates,  and 
appointed  by  the  governor  with  the  advice  of 
-council,  and  enroll’d  in  the  fccretary  s  office, 
who  fh ou’d  be  exempted  from  the  lower  offices 
in  government  as  the  judiccs  now  are  ;  and^to 
have  the  legiflative  council  ( 'which  in  the  jirfl  • 
in  fiance  mivht  be  nominated  by  the  Grown}  from  * 
time  to  time  fill’d  up,  as  vacancies  happen  out  of 
this  order  of  men,  who,  if  the  order  confided 
only  of  men  of  landed  edates,  might  elett,  as 
the  Scottifh  peers  do,  only  refer  ving  to  theKing’s 
governor  a  negative  on  fuch  choice.  1  he  King 
in  this  cafe  wou’d  be  dill  acknowledged  as  the 
fountain  of  honour,  as  having  in  the  firft  indance 
the  appointment  of 'the  perfons  enroll  d,  out  of 
whom  the  council  are  to  be 'chofcn,  and  finally 
having  a  negative  on  rhe  choice.  Or,  the  king 

might  have  the  immediate  appointment  by  man¬ 
damus  as  at  prePent  in  the  royal  governments,  a. 
As  the  gentlemen  of  die  counci 1  would  rank 
above  the -body  Prom  which  they  arc  taken,  they 
might  bear  a  title  one  degree  above  that  of  ePquire, 
TuffiJes  this  legiflative  council,  a  privy  counci 
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might  be  eftabhfh’d,  to  confift  of  fome  or  all  of 
thofe  perfons  who  conllitute  the  legiflative  coun- 
cu.and  or  other  perfons  members  of  the  houfe  of 
representatives  or  other  wife  of  note  or  diffin&ion  • 
whidyvoii’d  extend  the  honours  of  government* 
and  afford  opportunity  of  diftinguilhing  men  of 
character  and  reputation,the  expedition  of  which 
wotfd  make  government  more  refpedlable. 

I  wqu  d  not  trouble  you  with  thefe  reveries 
of  mine,  were  I  not  allured  of  your  readinefs 
to  forgive  the  communication,  although  you 
could  apply  it  to  no  good  purpofe. 

Mr,  Spooner  fent  me  a  pamphlet  under  a  blank 
cover,  intituled,  “  tbs  /late  of  the  nation”.  I  run 
over  it  by  myfelf  before  I  had  heard  any  one 
mention  it,  and  tho’c  I  cou’d  evidently  mark  the 
ientiments  of  fome  of  my  friends.  By  what  I 
have  fince  heard  and  feen,  it  looks  as  if  I  was 
not  miftaken.  Your  right  honorable  friend  I 
trull  will  not  be  offended  if  I  call  him  mine — 

I  am  fure  you  will  not  when  I  term  you  fuch — • 

I  have  fettled  it  for  a  long  time  in  my  own  mind 
shat  without  a  reprelentation  in  the  fupreme  le- 
giilature,  there  cannot  be  that  union  between  the 
head  and  the  members  as  to.  produce  a  healthful 
conflitution  of  the  whole  body.  I  have  doubted 
whether  this  union  could  be  perfected  by  the 
firlt  experiment.  The  plan  here  exhibited  fecms 
to  be  formed  in  generous  and  moderate  princi¬ 
ples,  and  bids  the  faireft  of  any  I  have  yet  feen 
tp.  be  adopted.  Such  a  great  defign  may  as  in 
painting  require  frequent  Touching  before  it  be¬ 
comes  a  piece  highly  finifli’d  ;  and  after  all  may 
require  the  miliorating  hand  of  time  to  make  it 
pleafe  univcrfully.  Thus  the  Bricifli  conduc¬ 
tion 
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tion  confiderM  as  without  the  colonics  attain’d 
it’s  glory.  The  book  I  had  fent  me  is  in  fudi. 
requeft,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  keep  it 
long  enough  by  me,  to  confider  it  in  all  its  pans. 
1  wilh  to  hear  how  it  is  receiv’d  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  1  find  by  the  publications  both  of 
governor  Pownall  and  Mr.  Bollan,  that  they  each 
of  them  adopt  the  idea  of  an  union  and  repre* 
fentation,  and  1  think  it  muft  more  and  more 
prevail.  The  argument  again!!  it  from  local  in* 
conveniency,  muft  as  it  appears  to  me  be  more 
than  balanc’d  by  greater  inconvcniencies  on  the 
other  fide  the  queffion,  the  great  difficulty  will 
be  in  the  terms  of  union. — I  add  no  more,  as  I 
fear  1  have  already  trefpafs’d  much  on  your 
time  and  patience,  but  that  I  am. 

Sir,  your  obliged  and  molt 
obedient  humble  Servant, 

And"’  Oliver, 


Nezv-York,  12 tb  Augujl ,  1769. 


SIR, 

I  HAVE  been  in  this  city  for  fome  time  paff 
executing  (with  others)  his  Majefty’s  com-' 
million  for  fettling  the  boundary  between  tins 
province  and  that  of  New-Jerfey.  I  left  Bolton 
the  1  ith  July,  lince  which  my  advices  from 
London  have  come  to  me  very  imperfeft  ;  but 
as  my  friend  Mr.  1  horn  plot)  writes  me  that  he 
had  drawn  up  my  cafe  and  with  your  appro  0,1- 

tiou  laid  it  before  the  D.  or  Grafton,  I  dutnc  i 

needful 


.  need  iul  once  more  to 
you. 


'  4  *  *  .  V  4  , 

mention  this  bufinefs  to 

**  4  •  \j 


; ' . ' ’?re  was  3  t,rn®  when  I  thought  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  government  might  have  been  eafily  refto- 
rod  ;  but  while  it’s  friends  and  the  officers  of 
.the  crown  are  left  to  an  abjeft  dependance  on 
•tilde  very  people  who  are  undermining  it's  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  while  thefe  are  fuffered  not  only  to 
go  unpunifhed,  but  on  the  contrary  meet  with  all 
kind  of  fupport  and  encouragement,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  you  will  ever  again  recover  that 
rdjxiii  which  the  colonics  had  been  wont  to  pay 
tne  parent  (late.  Government  at  home  will 
deceive  itfelf,  if  it  imagines  that  the  taking  off 
the  duty  on  glafs,  paper  and  painter’s  colors  will 

woi  k  a  reconciliation  j  and  nothing  more  titan  this, 

as  I  carrlearn,  is  propofed  in  Ld.  H’s  late  cir¬ 
cular  lettei.  .  It  is  the  principle  that  is  now  dif- 
puted  ;  the  combination  againft  importation  ex¬ 
tends  to  tea,  although  it  comes  cheaper  than  ever, 
as  well  as  to  the  other  forementioned  articles. 
Xa;Virginia  it  is  extended  lately  to  wines ;  and  I 
have  heard  one  of  the  firft  leaders  in  thefe  mea- 
fures  in  Boflon  fay,  that  we  ffiould  never  be 
upon  a  proper  footing  ’till  all  the  revenue  afts 
from  the  15th  Charles  2d  were  repealed.  Our 
affembly  in  the  Maffachufetts  may  have  been 
more  illiberal  than  others  in  their  public  meffages 
and  refolves ;  yet  we  have  fome  people  among 
us  Ail!  who  dare  to  fpeakin  favor  of  government : 
But  here  I  do  not  find  fo  much  as  one,  unlefsic 
be  fome  of  the  King’s  fervants  ;  and  yet  my  bu¬ 
finefs  here  leads  me  to  aiTbciate  with  the  bed. 
They  universally  approve  of  the  combination 
againfl  importing  of  goods  from  Great-Britain, 

unlefs 


■ 

- 
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uniefs  the  revenue  afts  are  repealed,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  little  lefs  than  afluming  a  negative  on 
all  a&s  of  parliament  which  they  do  not  like  I 
They  fay  exprefly,  we  are  bound  by  none  made 
fince  our  emigration,  but  fuch  as  for  our  own 
convenience' wt  choofe  to  fubmit  to  ;  fuch  for 
inftance  as  that  for  eflablifhing  a  poft-office. 
The  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Habeas  Corpus  Afts, 
they  fay  are.  only  declaratory  of  the  common 
law  which  we  brought  with  us, 

,  a"*  p %  \ 

Under  fuch  circumftance  as  thefe,  why  fhould 
I  wifh  to  expofe  myfelf  to  popular  refentment  ? 
Were  I  to  receive  any  thing  out  of  the  revenue, 
I  mud  expeft  to  be  abufcd  for  it.  Nor  do  I 
find  that  our  chief  jurtice  has  received  the^.200 
granted  him  for  that  fervice  ;  and  yet  the  aflem- 
bly  have  this  year  withheld  his  ufual  grant,  moft 
probably  becaufe  he  has  fuch  a  warrant  from  the 
crown. 

With  regard  to  my  negotiations  with  Mr,  Ro¬ 
gers,  I  did  in  conformity  to  your  opinion  make 
an  apology  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pownall  for  ^men¬ 
tioning  it,  and  there  fubmitted  it.  I  hear  it  has 
been  fince  talk’d  of ;  but  unlefs  I  could  be  allur¬ 
ed  in  one  fhape  or  other  of  ^.goo  per  annum* 
with  the  other  office,  I  would  not  chufe  to  quit 
what  I  have.  I  have  no  ambition  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed,  if  I  am  only  to  be  held  up  as  a  mark 
of  popular  envy  or  refentment.  1  w'as  in  hopes 
before  now  through  the  intervention  of  your 
good  offices  to  have  received  fome  mark  of  favor 
from  your  good  friend  ;  but  the  time  is  not  yec 
come  jo  expeft  it  through  that  channel !  I  will 

J?  however 
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however  rely  on  your  friendlhip,  whenever  you 
can  with  propriety  appear  in  forwarding  my  in¬ 
hered,  or  preventing  any  thing,  that  may  prove 
injurious  to  it 

)  t  *  >  .  /  *  ■ . .  ;  .  .  ....  .  ■  ~  .  'V  . 

If  Mr.  R.  has  intereft  enough  to  obtain  the 
fecretary’s  place,  I  lhall  upon  receiving  proper 
fecurity  think  myfelf  in  honor  bound  to  fecond 
his  views,  though  I  have  none  at  prefent  from 
him  but  a  conditional  note  he  formerly  wrote  me. 
If  he  is  not  like  to  fucceed,  and  my  fon  Daniel 
could  have  my  place,  I  would  be  content  unlefs 
affairs  take  a  different  turn  to  refign  in  his  favor, 
whether  adminiftration  fhould  think  proper  to 
make  any  further  provifion  for  me  or  not.  And 
yet  I  never  thought  of  withdrawing  myfelf  from 
the  lervice,  while  there  appeared  to  me  any  prof- 
pe&  of  my  being  able  to  promote  it. 

•  y  -  -  ♦ 

If  I  have  wrote  with  freedom,  I  confider  I 
am  writing  to  a  friend,  and  that  I  am  perfe&Iy  ' 
lafe  in  opening  myfelf  to  you. 

.  ’  *  T  ■  5 

I  anv‘-with  great  refpeft. 

Sir,  your  mod  obedient, 

humble  lervant. 

And".  Oliver. 


Dear 

•  V  *. 
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Dear  Sir# 

^  ^  »  fp, 

t  »  #>  .  '» 

THE  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  have  met 
with  every  infult  fince  their  arrival  at 
Bofton,  and  at  laft  have  been  obliged  to  feek  pro- 
teftion  on  board  his  Majefty’s  ftiip  Romney  : — 
Mr.  Hallowell,  the  comptroller  of  the  cuitoms 
who  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  you  this  Let¬ 
ter,  will  inform  you  of  many  particulars;  he  is 
fent  by  the  Board  with  their  letters  to  Govern- 
ment.  Unlefs  we  have  immediately  two  or  three 
regiments,  ’tis  the  opinion  of  all  the  friends  to 
government,  thatBofton  will  be  in  open  rebellion* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  rreateft 

- 

refpeft  and  warmeft  regard. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  faithful 
and  oblig’d  fervant, 

CHA*.  PAXTON 

^  -  1  N  ?  •  -  ^  • . 

*  ,•  *  Ui  —  .. 


On  board  his  Majefty’s' 
Ship  Romney,  Bofton 
Harbour,  %otb  June,  6%. 
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Bojlon,  Decern.  12  th  1768. 

•W 

My  Dear  Sir, 

1  *  ■  r  .1  /  X  •  *.  i 

I  Wrote  you  a  few  days  ago,  and  did  not  then 
#  think  of  troubling  you  upon  any  private 
affair  of  mine,  at  leaft  not  fo  fuddenly  ;  but 
.  a  within  this  day  or  two,  I  have  had  a  convention 
with  Mr.  Oliver,  fecretary  of  the  province,  the 
defign  of  which  was  my  fucceeding  to  the  port 
he  holds  from  the  crown,  upon  the  idea,  that 
provifion  would  be  made  for  governor  Bernard, 
and  the  lieutenant  governor  would  fucceed  to 
the  chair,  then  the  fecretary  is  defirous  of  being 
ifeutenant  governor,  and  if  in  any  way,  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  could  be  annexed  to  the 
appointment.  You  are  fenfible  the  appointment 
is  in  one  department,  and  the  grant  of  money 
in  another  ;  now  the  prefent  lieutenant  governor 
has  an  affignment  of  ^.200  a  year  upon  the 
cuftoms  here  ;  he  has  not  received  any  thing 
from  it  as  yet,  and  is  doubtful  if  he  lhall ;  he 
has  no  doubt  of  its  lapfe  to  the  crown,  if  he  has 
•  the  chair ;  if  then  by  any  intereft:  that  fum 
could  be  afligned  to'  Mr.  Oliver  as  lieutenant 
governor,  and  if  he  fhould  be  allowed  (as  has 
been  ufual  for  all  lieutenant  governors)  to  hold 
the  command  of  the  caftle,  that  would  be  another 
^100.  This  would  compleat  the  fecretary’s 
views  ;  and  he  thinks  his  public  fervices,  the 
injuries  he  has  received  in  that  fervice,  and  the 
favorable  fentiments  entertained  of  him-  by  go¬ 
vernment,  may  lead  him  to  thefe  views,  and  he 
ho’.es  for  the  intereft  of  his  friends.  1  he  place 
of  fecretary  is  worth  ^.300  a  year,  but  is  a 

provincial 

^  ■  .. 
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provincial  grant  at  prefent,  fo  that  it  will  not 
allow  to  be  quartered  on  :  And  as  I  had  view 
upon  the  place  when  I  was  in  England,  and 
went  fo  far  as  to  converfe  with  feveral  men  of 
interefl:  upon  it,  tho’  I  never  had  an  opportunity 
to  mention  it  to  you  after  I  recovered  my 
illnefs — I  hope  you  will  allow  me  your  influ¬ 
ence,  and  by  extending  it  at  the  treafury,  to 
facilitate  the  aflignment  of  the  jT.  200  a  year,  it 
will  be  ferving  the  fecretary,  and  it  will  very 

much  oblige  me. - The  fecretary  is 

advanced  in  life,  tho’  much  more  fo  in  health, 
which  has  been  much  impaired  by  the  injuries  he 
received,  and  he  willies  to  quit  the  more  a£five 
feenes  ;  he  confiders  this  as  a  kind  of  otium  cum 
dignitatem  and  from  merits  one  may  think  he  has 
a  claim  to  it.  1  will  mention  to  you  the  gentle¬ 
men,  who  are  acquainted  with  my  views  and 
whofe  favourable  approbation  I  have  had.  Go¬ 
vernor  Pownall,  Mr.  John  Pownall,  and  Dr. 
Franklin. — My  lord  Hillsborough  is  not  unac¬ 
quainted  with  it — I  have  fincc  I  have  been  here, 
wrote  Mr.  Jackfon  upon  the  fiibjeft,  and  have 
by  this  veflel  wrote  Mr.  Maud  nit.  I  think  my 
chara&er  Hands  fair — I  have  not  been  without 
application  to  public  affairs,  and  have  acquired 
fome  knowledge  of  our  provincial  affairs, and  not- 
withftanding  our  many  free  conventions  in  Eng¬ 
land,  I  am  confidered  here  as  on  government 
fide,  for  which  I  have  been  often  traduced  both 
publickly  and  privately,  and  very  lately  have  had 
two  or  three  flaps.  1  he  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  negoti¬ 
ation,  and  I  meet  their  approbation;  all  is  upon 
the  idea  the  governor  is  provided  for,  and  there 

a  !  1 
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lhall  by  any  means  be  a  vacancy  of  the  lieut.  c«. 
vcrnor’s  place.  I  have  gone  fo  far,  as  to  fay  to 
mme  of  my  friends,  that  rather  than  not  fucceed 
I  would  agree  to  pay  the  fecretary  £.100  a  year 
out  of  the  office  to  make  up  £.300,  provided  he 
could  obtain  only  the  affignment  of  ^.200— but 
the  other  propolal  would  to  be  fure  be  mod  eli- 
gible.  I  fcarce  know  any  apology  i*j  for 
troubling  you  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  the  inendihip 
you  lhewed  me  in  London,  and  the  favourable 
expreffions  you  madeufe  of  to  the  lieut.  governor 
in  my  behalf  encourage  me,  befides  a  fort  of 
egotifm,  which  inclines  men  to  think  what  they 
wiffi  to  be  real.  I  fubmit  myfelf  to  the  enquiries 
of  any  of  my  countrymen  in  England,  but  I 

fhould  wifh  the  matter  may  be  fccret  ’till  it  is 
effe&ed. 

I  am  with  very  great  refpe£f*and  regard,  my 
dear  fir,  Your  mod  obedient,  and 

moft  humble  fervant, 

NATH.  ROGERS.  . 


